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The Enmeshment of Five Worlds, 1710-1713: The Making of
New Bern in Southern Iroquoia
Leo Schelbert
On September 29, 1710, a hundred and three people - among them their
leader Christoph von Graffenried and his son Christoph jr. - arrived at a
river the Tuscarora called Gow-ta-no, meaning "pine water." 1 When in 15 84
reconnoitering the coast between what his people named Cape Fear and
Cape Lookout, the English captain Arthur Barlowe (?-?) called it Neus
River, possibly derived from the name of the Neusiok people living at its
mouth,. 2 The newcomers were from Canton Bern, a leading member state
of the Swiss Confederacy, and they intended to settle in a region located on
the North Atlantic coast of the Wes tern Hemisphere that the English named
Carolina. 3 Since the 1660s the latter strove to wrest the area from the
indigenous peoples of Iroquoian and Algonquian origin as well as from
1
Elizabeth Bayley, "Neuse River," Encyclopedia of North Carolina, William S.
Powell, ed. (Chapel Hill, North Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press,
2006), 787.
2
Arthur Barlowe, "Discourse of the First Voyage," in: David Beers Quinn, ed., The
Roanoke Voyages 1584-1590, Vol. 1 (London: For the Hakluyt Society, 1955),
113; on Barlowe see also Dietmar Henze, Enzyklopadie der Entdecker und
E-rforscher der Erde (Graz, Austria: Akademische Druck und Verlangsanstalt,
1978), 168-169. - Naming creates realities and stakes out proprietary claims.
Symptomatic was the naming Virginia, implying "a virgin land awaiting its English
suitors;" in contrast the indigenous Powhatan people called their homeland
"Tsennacomacah, meaning densely populated;" see Peter Hulme, "Polytropic Man:
Tropes of Sexuality and Mobility in Early Colonial Discourse," in: Europe and Its
Others, Vol. 2, edited by Francis Barker et al. (Colchester, England: University of
Essex, 1985), 18 and ftn. 6.
3
See William Patterson Cumming," Naming Carolina," North Carolina Historical
Review 22,1 (January 1945), 34-42. Until 1663 the regions were mainly called
south of Virginia or between the peninsula of Florida and the Virginia colony (35).
In 1663 Charles II revoked the land grant of Sir Robert Heath, giving it to new
"proprietors" naming it after him by stating: So "that the country ... may be
dignified by us, ... we of our grace ... call it the province of Carolina" (38).
Furthermore, names of Proprietors like the Earl of Clarendon, Duke of Albemarle,
the Earl of Craven, Lord Ashley, John Lord Berkeley, Sir William Berkeley, Sir
John Colleton, and Sir John Carteret were used for the naming of counties, places,
and rivers (41, and ftn. 24).
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Spanish-claimed jurisdiction and from designs of the French who in the
1680s became ensconced across the mountains on the Mississippi and
intended to expand eastward.
The Swiss had left Bern on March 18, had taken a boat down the Rhine
River to Rotterdam, "passing through the greatest danger," as the emigrant
Hans Ruegsegger observed,4 since they had to move between the hostile
forces of the French and imperial armies. Arriving in Rotterdam on April
10, they had to wait idly for six weeks, during which "two children and a
man died," that is Maria and Hans Brunen, and Johannes Zaugg. On May
30 the travelers went again on board, their ship passing "Brull'' [Brielle] the
next day and then heading for the English coast. On June 4 they reached
Yarmouth and on June 11 New Castle. On that part of the journey two
women died; one was the wife of Christen Jantz, the name of the other is
unknown. On July 17 the emigrants boarded the ship London at New Castle,
but were held up at Shields for another eight days and did not reach the
open sea until July 25, 1710. In those days Hans Ruegsegger's daughter her first name is unknown - who was married to Bendicht Kupferschmied,
gave birth to a son named after his grandfather. "For six weeks we saw
nothing but sky and water," the emigrant noted. They sighted land on
September 10 and their ship anchored at the banks of the James River the
next day. "Then we traveled a hundred miles by water and land,"
Ruegsegger further observed, "and landed at our Landgrave' s house on
Michel's day," that is on September 29, 1710. On that last part of the
journey the emigrant Anna Engel had passed away.
Christoph von Graffenried (1661-17 43 ), member of an established
family of Bern, however, was not only the appointed leader of the Bernese
arrivals, but was also entrusted with some 650 Germans, most of whom
hailed from the Rhenish Palatinate and were gathered in London. They had
left England in three ships in January 1709/10, but only 250 arrived in
August. An epidemic and the rigors of the journey had decimated them,
although von Graffenried, who had been staying behind to wait for the
families from Bern, had the vessels especially inspected by commissioners
in order to assure proper accommodations and adequate victuals. To add to
the calamity, French pirates attacked the boat with the most goods in sight
4

For the letter see Christoph von Graffenried's Account of the Founding of New
Bern. Edited with an Historical Introduction and an English Translation by Vincent
H. Todd in Cooperation with Julius Goebel (Raleigh, North Carolina: Edwards &
Broughton, 1920; reprint: Spartanburg, South Carolina: The Reprint Company,
1973), 306-308. From now on cited as Todd, von Graffenried. - For the
identification of those who died on the journey from Bern see Lewis B. Rohrbach,
Even More Palatine Families, Vol. 2 (Rockport, Maine: Picton Press 2002), 828,
footnote 1. Both works are indispensable, and Rohrbach's work is based on a
wealth of previously unused archival sources of Craven County.
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of the James River on the coast of English Virginia,5 and on arrival in
Neusiok country the newcomers had been left to fend for themselves.
How did it come about that authorities of the canton Bern in central
W estem Europe became involved in an overseas venture, that the English
government awarded a Bernese patrician the position of landgrave in one
of its dominions, and that South Germans were available in London to be
shipped across the Atlantic? What indigenous peoples did the newcomers
encounter and what events shaped their destiny? To answer these questions,
first five worlds shall be sketched- Bern, England, the Palatinate, Iroquoia,
and Carolina - then the unfolding events briefly portrayed.
FIVE WORLDS
Bern
In the late 17th century the city-state of Bern, a dominant member of
the Swiss Confederacy, then a loose commonwealth of largely independent
cantons, had evolved into an absolutist polity ruled by a small elite. A
document of 1682 interpreted the nature of its polity:

As the first and fundamental principle it is asserted and confirmed
that the highest power and territorial sovereignty, also the supreme
military [command], power, and authority over the honorable State
of Bern 's German and French lands and people, religious and
secular, burghers, subjects, and inhabitants of towns, boroughs,
villages, and homesteads, etc. are invested in and belong to us, the
above mentioned Schultheij3, the members of the Small and Large
Councils, called the two-hundred of the city of Bern, in this very
sense that, besides God Almighty, we do not acknowledge anybody
above us, also that we do not need to justify our actions to
anybody. 6
In short, "all Bernese had become vassals" 7 and were to be ruled by a
benevolent divinely appointed elite.

5

Todd, ibid, 50-52. His claim that the commissioners had not done their duty,
however, is not documented. The outbreak of illness on boats was rather a matter
of chance and mostly beyond human control.
6
Quoted by Thomas Maissen, Die Geburt der Republik. Staatsversti:indnis und
Repri:isentation in der friihzeitlichen Eidgenossenschaft (Gottingen: V andenhoeck
& Ruprecht, 2006), 461; translation by L.S.
7
Ibid. 462.
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Bern around 1730, engraving by 0. Gardelle

Flexing its muscle, by 1700 the government of Bern had not only
become oligarchic, but also turned against Louis XIV who aimed for
unlimited hegemony of continental Western Europe. When on November
11, 1700, the last Habsburg on the Spanish throne had died and his will
named Philip of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV, as his successor, the French
king was determined to press the claim, thereby unleashing the War of the
Spanish Succession that was to drag on from 1702 to 1714. On the surface,
Bern as well as the other members of the Swiss Confederacy remained
neutral, but behind the scene did their best to help defeat the French. As
proof of neutrality they provided 23,000 men to France and Spain, and
20,000 to the allies, led by the sea powers of England and Holland.
Southern Germany, especially regions of the Rhenish Palatinate, suffered
greatly from the war's devastations, and in the battle of Malplaquet on
September 11, 1709, three Swiss-owned regiments on the French and five
on the Dutch side nearly annihilated each other. The event dramatized the
questionable aspect of serving in foreign armies, potentially pitting Swiss
against Swiss, although one has to remember that until the American and
French revolutions military service was in Western culture a profession, not
a patriotic duty. In 1707 Bern again countered France that hoped to gain
control of the Principality of Neuchatel. At the death of Marie de Nemours
of the line Orleans-Longueville Bern supported the succession of the
Protestant Frederic I ( 1657-1713 ), the King of Prussia, who in the
negotiations defeated 15 other, mostly French-supported candidates and
received the principality as his personal fief. 8

8

For an overview see Ulrich Im Hof, "Ancien Regime," in Handbuch der
Schweizer Geschichte 2 (Zurich: Verlag Berichthaus, 1977), 673-784, esp.
675-692. On the Neuchatel question ibid. 686.
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In Search of a Colony
Bern also turned its interest to the northern Western Hemisphere where
France, Spain, and England countered each other's moves as in Europe.
Franz Ludwig Michel (1675-1720), son of the Lord ofRalligen, the latter
since 1673 a member of Bern's Large Council, had made two exploratory
trips between 1701 and 1704 to Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. 9 He
pursued two goals, the discovery of precious metals in Appalachia and the
creation of a colony by Bern's government that would be exclusively under
royal and Bernese authority. From Arundel County of Maryland Michel
wrote to his friend, the Bernese Johann Rudolph Ochs (1673-1749/50), on
May 30, 1704 that he was ready to go
to the so far rather unknown western lands ... where warm springs,
rich minerals, fertile land, great streams, and an abundance of game
can be found. ... How praiseworthy and easy would it be to
establish a colony, like other nations, which would mean more
fame and praise to the nation than sending such a large number to
slaughter, only for the sake of money. We may think that this is an
honor, but other nations talk differently about it. What was the
purpose of the Dutch, the Swedes, the Finns, the Germans etc., and
other nations, in sending people to these lands, but to be able, in
case of need, to make use of these places. Have also learned enough
now to understand, why the English Government agreed to this so
willingly.
Who could have more reason to look for expansion and a place
of refuge than especially our country? I cannot help but thinking
that the authorities are guilty of not giving aid in word and deed in
this to the many idle hands and empty bellies. Why not approach
the English crown; the answer would soon tell whether it is feasible
or not! It is ever a pity that a land so big and easy for most every
kind of fruit is lying so uninhabited. 10

9

See William J. Hinke, trans. and ed., "Report of the Journey of Franz Louis
Michel from Berne, Switzerland, to Virginia, October 2, 170 I-December 1, 1702,"
Virginia Magazine ofHistory and Biography 24 (January 1916), 1-43; (April 1916)
113-141; (June 1916), 275-303. J. H. Graf, "Franz Ludwig Michel von Bern und
seine ersten Reisen nach Amerika," in: Neues Berner Taschenbuch auf das Jahr
1898 (Bern: J. K. WyB, 1897), 59-144. - In English language sources the name is
also given as Mitchel or Mitchell.
10
For Michel's letter see Leo Schelbert and Hedwig Rappolt, eds. America
Experienced. Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Accounts of Swiss Immigrants to
the United States (Rockport, Maine: Picton Press, 1996, 2004), 1-9; quotation p.
7-8.
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Thus Michel hoped, if not to replace, at least to rival foreign military
service by the founding of a colony, that is, by colonial entrepreneurship.
The creation of regiments, he knew, that could be offered to the highest
bidder, was not only lucrative, but opened career possibilities for the sons
of the elite as military officers and occupational possibilities for rank and
file; but it was also costly in lives. Michel was probably the "Friend at
Bern" to whom the Scot Thomas Nairne (?-1715) addressed "A Letter from
South Carolina" and whose introduction criticizes foreign military service
at length. 11 Settlement colonies were to provide an alternative, but were
possible only in English-claimed North America since there Britain's
conscious policy included the expulsion or, if need be, destruction of the
indigenous inhabitants and their replacement with West-Europeans, if they
were willing to submit to English sovereignty. John Lawson (?-1711),
whose book published in 1709 in London featured Carolina, remarked:
... my ingenious friend Mr. Francis-Louis Mitchell, of Bern in
Switzerland, who has been, for several Years, very indefatigable
and strict in his Discoveries amongst those vast Ledges of
Mountains, and spacious Tracts of Land. ... This Gentleman has
been employed by the Canton of Bern, to find out a Tract of Land
in the English America, where that Republick might settle some of
their People; which Proposal, I believe, is now in a fair way
towards a Conclusion between her Majesty of Great- Britain and
that Canton. Which must needs be of great Advantage to both; ...
nothing can be of more Security and Advantage to the Crown and
subjects of Great-Britain, than to have our Frontiers secured by a
warlike People, and our Friends, as the Switzers are.
Lawson further pointed out, that "as soon as any of those parts are seated
by the Switzers, a great many Britains will strive to live amongst them ....
Not to mention the Advantages already discovered by that worthy
Gentleman I just now spoke of, who is highly deserving of the Conduct and
Management of such an Affair, as that wise Canton has entrusted him
withal." 12

11

The title page reads: "Written by a Swiss Gentleman, to his Friend in Bern;" since
Nairne was a Scott, it is probably a mistake and should have read: "Written by a
Gentleman, to his Swiss Friend in Bern." A recent edition is Jack P. Greene, Selling
a New World. Two Colonial South Carolina Promotional Pamphlets (Columbia,
South Carolina: The University of South Carolina Press, 1989), 33-73.
12
Hugh T. Lefler, ed., A New Voyage to Carolina by John Lawson (Chapel Hill,
North Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, 1967), 214-215.
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Two Intermediaries
For Michel, Johann Rudolph Ochs
( 1673-17 50) of Bern was an important link to
English governmental circles. On May 5,
1702, Ochs had married the widow Anna
Catharina Lerber, and they had a son also
named Johann Rudolph who after his move to
London in 1719 came to be known as John
Ralph Ochs (1704-1788) and became a noted
engraver. About 1703 the elder Ochs had left
Bern for London for the first time, where he
became interested in Michel's proposals and
gathered materials for a pamphlet which he
titled Americanischer Wegweiser, in
translation: American Road Sign or Brief and
Veritable Description ofthe English Provinces
in North America. 13 As Ochs explained, as to Title page of Johann Rudolff
land and people his work was based on Ochs' booklet of 1711
Lawson's A New Voyage to Carolina, as to
trade on reports of "trustworthy merchants and
other honest people", and as to the journey "on reliable experience". He
addressed his work to the government of Bern which rewarded him with 50
Thalers. He had aimed, Ochs stated puzzlingly, to offer "such certain and
believable particulars and descriptions that until now had been available
neither in English nor in German nor from other writers." 14 He seems to
have been unaware of various published reports, such as those of John
Archdale in 1707, of John Oldmixon in 1708, 15 and especially of the most
influential pamphlet after 1706 circulating in German-speaking lands. The
latter was republished three times in 1709 and probably issued at the behest
13

The full title is: Americanischer Wegweiser Oder Kurtze und eigentliche
Beschreibung der Englischen Provintzen in Nord-America, Sonderlich aber der
La,ndschafft Carolina. Mit grossem Fleij3 zusammengetragen und an den Tag
gegeben Durch Joh. Rudollf Ochs. Nebst einer neuen und correcten La,nd-Carte
von Nord- und Sud-Carolina. Bern: Anno MDCCXI. See Leo Schelbert, "In Praise
of Carolina: Johann Rudolph Ochs's Americanischer Wegweiser of 1711,"
Yearbook of German American Studies 25 (1990): 9-22; a biographical sketch
mainly of his son in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 41 (2004), 418.
Ochs, however, never seems to have been in Pennsylvania, as claimed in the
Historisch-Biographisches Lexikon 5 (1929), 329. At least he does not mention a
first hand transoceanic experience.
14
Wegweiser, 4.
15
For 17 chronologically arranged reports see Alexander S. Sally, ed., Narratives
of Early Carolina, 1650-1708. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911.
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of the Proprietors of Carolina. It was written by the Lutheran minister Josua
Kocherthal, actually Harrsch, with the title: Auj3fahrlicher und
Umstandlicher Bericht Von der beruhmten Landschafft Carolina, Detailed
and Circumstantial Report ofthe Famous Land Carolina. 16 Although Ochs'
booklet was not published until 1711, its outlook reflects English views as
well as the thinking of the men of Bern. The apothecary Georg Ritter (b.
1667) became their representative and established the semi-official joint
stock group Ritter & Cie.
Among Bernese interested in English efforts at the North Atlantic coast
was also Christoph von Graffenried who knew Franz Ludwig Michel and,
after his six-year term as bailiff of Yverdon in 1708, was trying to find ways
to get rid of debts he had incurred in that post,
partly due to unusual expenses he had to face
such as the provisioning of a garrison at a time
of unrest, partly by his non-exploitative
approach to governance, partly by giving
securities or making some unwise investments.
When Michel reported to have discovered
silver mines, von Graffenried decided to
attempt the establishing of mines in Virginia,
Maryland, or Carolina, thereby hopefully to
solve his ·financial difficulties. His father
Anton von Graffenried (1639-1730) had
already had ties to England and was a
corresponding member of the Royal Society of
London for Improving Knowledge11_ Young Coat of Arms of the de
Christoph had met Sir William Waller, an GraffenriedFamily,courtesyof
Christine de Graffenried
acquaintance of his father then living in Bern
and a relative of the regicide Sir Hardress
Waller (1604-1666). He encouraged Christoph von Graffenried to go to
England, but instead he went to study for a year at the University of
Heidelberg, then for two years at the University of Leyden, taking courses
16

The first edition seems not to exist anymore; the second is titled: Auj3fahrlich und
Umstandlicher Bericht Von der beruhmten La,ndschafft CAROLINA, In dem
Engellandischen America gelegen. An Tag gegeben Von Kocherthalern. Zweyter
Druck. Franckfurt am Maynl zu finden bey Georg Heinrich Oehrling/ Anno 1709.
See Andreas Mielke and Sandra Yelton, "Kocherthal: A Tricentennial
Commemoration of the Palatine Migration of 1708/1709," Pennsylvania Mennonite
Heritage 31, 4 (October 2008), 1-53; henceforth cited as PMH. The pamphlet is
given in an annotated translation in English ibid. 32-37.
17
See a sketch in Encyclopedia Britannica, 23 (Cambridge, England: at the
University Press, 1911), 791-793. Isaac Newton, a Fellow since 1671/72, served
as the Royal Society's President from 1703-1727.
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in law, history, and mathematics. In 1681 he did go to London in the hope
of gaining a position in the entourage of the Duke of Carlyle who, however,
had already left on a mission to Constantinople. The chaplain of the Duke
of Marlborough with whom von Graffenried was lodging, introduced him
to English high society, and he was also presented to King Charles II. When
asked to stand in for the Duke of Albemarle, then Chancellor of Cambridge
University, at graduation, Christoph von Graffenried was offered an
honorary doctorate which, however, he refused as not being merited, but he
did accept a master's degree, and he was also made an honorary citizen of
London. He then spent a year in France, and from 1702 to 1708 was the
representative of Bern's government in Yverdon. After his tour of duty and
inspired by Franz Ludwig Michel's announced discoveries of precious
metals, he turned his attention to the exploitation of mines in English
Virginia and acquainted German miners with his plans. 18

The Undertaking Launched
By 1709 the interests of these men of Bern in an overseas venture had
coalesced. Although Franz Ludwig Michel's proposal to establish a Swiss
colony under exclusive royal and Bernese jurisdiction and thus independent
from the authority of colonial governors or Proprietors was rejected by the
crown, a plan to establish a Swiss colony in the name of Ritter and Cie. and
to be undertaken for the Carolina Proprietors by Franz Ludwig Michel and
Christoph von Graffenried was accepted. A business contract was drawn up
and validated in London on May 18, 1710 when both men were already on
their trans-Atlantic journey. Michel had left in January with the German
settlers, while von Graffenried waited for the Swiss contingent that had left
Bern in March. Franz Ludwig Michel, Christoph von Graffenried, Georg
Ritter and Peter Isoth signed the contract in their own name and as members
of the board of directors of Georg Ritter and Cie.; they also acted for the
other joint stock company associates Albrecht von Graffenried
(1656-1714), Johann Anthoni Jarsing, Samuel Hopf (1654-1716), and
Emanuel Kilchberger. The main provisions stated:
1. There shall serve as the foundation the one hundred seventeen
thousand five hundred acres of land lying in North Carolina,
between the Neuse River and Cape Fear, which in the name of this
society have been purchased from the Proprietors of Carolina
obtained for that purpose, with all the privileges and rights thereto
pertaining .... And there also belong to this the twelve hundred and

18

See Todd, "Historical Introduction," von Graffenried, 27-32; J. Russel Snapp,
"Graffenried, Christoph," American National Biography 9 (1999): 370-371.
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fifty acres of land which were purchased from Mr. Lawson,
situated in the angle between the Rivers Neuse and Trent.
2. There is also placed as foundation the concession in Virginia
obtained from the Queen of Great Britain; also whatever further
liberties, rights, mines, and other concessions, whatever name they
may bear, which shall be obtained from the same queen or her
successors, so that all shall be good for this society.
4. Mr. Frantz L. Michel promises that of all minerals which he has
already found and shall yet find, he will put in all the portion
coming to him therefrom to the good of the society.
6. The capital of this society shall consist of seven thousand two
hundred pounds sterling which shall be employed for the payment
of the above described lands, to the support of the Palatine and
Swiss colonies already sent there and those following after, and
also for the conduct of proposed trade and mining operations. 19
Thus the stage was set for the creation of two Bernese settlements in British
North America, one in Virginia, the other in Carolina, and Franz Ludwig
Michel's proposals seemed to be near realization.

England
On March 8, 1702, Ann Stuart
( 1665-1714) had become Queen of Great
Britain. Having rejected the policies of her
father James II (1633-1701), who was
deposed in 1688, she declared on March 11
in her first address to Parliament: "I know
my own heart to be entirely English." 20 It
meant to be fully committed to
Protestantism in general and to the Church
of England in particular, a determined
opposition to the hegemonic drive of Louis
XIV in Wes tern Europe as well as in the
Northern Western Hemisphere, and a desire
to safeguard the nation's power.

Queen Ann of Great Britain

19

Todd, von Graffenried, 293.
Edward Gregg, "Anne," Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 2 (2004):
201-225; quotation 206; the article is a concise summary of Gregg's Queen Anne.
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1980.
20
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People as Wealth
Increasing the number of people living in the commonwealth meant
greater economic productivity and military prowess. As Simon de
Beaumont (1640-1726) stated: "We want nothing so much in England as
the bodies of men, having above 30,000 souls in foreign countries ... ; for the
more people, the greater consumption of our commodities, and commerce
and therefore the Riches, Revenues, and Soldiers." 21 When in 1709
thousands of Germans arrived in London "to settle in her Majesty's
plantations in America," she was "convinced that it would be much more
for the advantage of her Kingdom ... ," as Charles Spencer, third earl of
Sunderland (1674-1722) declared, "to settle them here in such a manner as
they might get a comfortable livelihood instead of sending them to the West
Indies, that it would be a great encouragement to others to follow their
example and that the addition to the number of her subjects would in all
probability produce a proportionally increase of their trade and
manufactures." 22 But settling the newcomers in "Carolina, Pennsylvania, the
Jerseys, New York and New England," as had been proposed, would profit
Great Britain very little, because those places would "take off very few of
our Manufactories and make no very valuable returns." 23
Queen Anne's view that people equaled wealth and that there was
"nothing so much wanting in England as people" had been promoted in
England for decades and found legal expression in the Whig Naturalization
Act of March 24, 1709.24 "By this act any foreigner who would take the
oaths to the government, and profess himself a Protestant, of whatever
denomination, was immediately naturalized, and had all the privileges of an
English-born subject." 25 On February 4, 1709 Edward Wortley Montagu
(1678-1761) introducing the bill pointed to the King of Prussia "who had
not only invited, but furnished abundance of French refugees with means

21

Simon van Beaumont, "A Brief History of Poor Palatine Refugees Lately Arrived
in England. July 18, 1709," in: Ecclesiastical Records. State of New York, Vol. 3,
Hugh Hastings, ed. (Albany, New York: J.B. Lyon, 1902), 1781.
22
Document ibid. 1733.
23
Beaumont, "A Brief History," 1789.
24
The ideological debate of the times focusing on Daniel Defoe (ca.1660-1731) is
featured by William O'Reilly, "The Naturalization Act of 1709 and the settlement
of the Germans in Britain, Ireland and the colonies," In: From Strangers to Citizens.
The Integration of Immigrant Communities in Britain, Ireland and Colonial
America, 1550-1750. Randolph Vigne and Charles Littleton, eds. (Brighton,
England: Sussex Academic Press, 2001), 492-502; quotation from the anonymous
tract The Grand Concern of England, 494.
25
Cobbet's Parliamentary History 6 (London: R. Bagshaw, 1810), col. 1039.
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to settle his dominions where he had fertilized an almost barren country,
improved trade and vastly increased revenue." 26

Creating Carolina
In contrast to Queen Ann, her predecessor Charles II ( 1630-1685) who
reigned from 1660 to 1685, had vigorously promoted the expansion of
English settlements between the colonies of Virginia to the north and
Barbados to the south. In 1663 he revoked the land grant that Robert Heath
(1575-1649) had received in 1629 for the territory between 31 and 36 N
degrees. Charles II conveyed instead the region to eight "proprietors",
among them the three prime promoters of colonies Sir John Colleton
(1608-1666), for some years settled on Barbados, Sir William Berkeley
(1605-1677), a former governor of the Virginia colony, and Sir Anthony
Ashley Cooper (1621-1683), after 1672 First Earl of Shaftesbury. Although
the latter was involved in various colonial ventures, his "darling ... remained
Carolina, and in 1669 he helped draw up the fundamental constitutions of
Carolina, a copy of which in Locke's hand is preserved." 27 The scheme of
government was to transplant patterns of English society to the region under
the leadership of a socially responsible landed aristocracy. 28 It intended to
create eight seignories of 12,000 acres each, one in each county; four
baronies for four landgraves and two for two caciques, also each of 12,000
acres. Lords of manors were to own 3000 to 12,0000 acres, and freeholders
at least 50 acres in order to be able to vote. The Proprietors constituted the
Palatine court that appointed the governor, disallowed laws, and heard
appeals from the colony. The provincial assembly was to consist of
members of the nobility and of elected freeholders, an arrangement that by
1693 had evolved into a bi-camera! system. Eventually the Proprietors
named 26 landgraves and 13 caciques, but the elected assembly never
acquiesced in the intended creation of a hereditary nobility.
Anglicans and Non-Conformists
When Queen Ann declared in her first speech to Parliament that her
heart was "entirely English," she also meant her full commitment to the

26

Ibid. col. 780.
Tim Harris, "Cooper, Anthony Ashley," Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography 13 (2004): 207; biography 199-217.
28
M. Eugene Sirmans, "The Fundamental Constitutions," in: Perspectives in South
Carolina History. The First 300 Years. Ernest M. Lander, Jr. and Robert K.
Ackerman, eds. (Columbia, South Carolina: University of South Carolina Press,
1973), 6-13.
27
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Church of England. 29 It had gradually evolved in a two-way struggle against
those who wanted to return to the Catholic communion on the one hand,
and those who looked to the Geneva of John Calvin (1509-1564) 30 on the
other, or even envisioned an entirely new form of Christianity. They came
to be known as non-conformists or dissenters, and also the people of the
English colonies became deeply involved in the ensuing conflicts. The socalled Puritans, for instance, who built the Massachusetts colony, wanted
to "purify" the Church of England by eliminating bishops and rituals
derived from the medieval Church and by embracing Calvin's doctrine of
predestination which claimed that a person's eternal fate had been
preordained by God since eternity. At issue was also the nature of the
church polity which some saw rooted in the rule of a presbytery, that is the
consensus of the officially gathered ministers, others however in the
members of a congregation as an autonomous entity. Thus this form of
dissent was split into Presbyterians and Congregationalists, both
fundamentally challenging the Church of England's theology, liturgy, and
episcopacy.
Among the most radical non-conformists were the Quakers who came
to call themselves the Society of Friends. They emerged from the circle of
George Fox (1624-1691) 3 1 and of James Naylor (1618-1660), 32 at times
Fox's rival. George Fox had a mystical experience in 1647 when he realized
that God "was now come to Teach his people himself." Every person
enjoyed divine inner guidance or an inner light that would show the way.
Fox also rejected the oath and tithing. In 1668 he organized the Friends into
"meetings." His followers rejected the sacraments, the veneration of saints,
ornate churches, and a trained clergy. In their meetings for worship people
faced each other in silence in plain meeting rooms, and everyone, if moved
by the inner voice, could give testimony.
In 1671 George Fox went in the company oflike-minded men like the
strong-willed William Edmundson ( 1627-1712)33 to the West Indies where
Friends had settled on islands such as Jamaica and Barbados. In religious
meetings slaves were treated as equals, but Quakers did not object to the
institution. From the islands the visitors moved to the northern English
colonies and Fox spent three weeks in Carolina's Albemarle County where
29

An overview is Geoffrey Elton, "England," The Oxford Encyclopedia of the
Reformation. Hans J. Hillerbrand, ed. Vol. 2 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1996), 44-48.
30
Alexander Canoczy, "Calvin, John," ibid. Vol. 1, 234-240.
31
H. Larry Ingle, "Fox, George," Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 20
(2004), 637-646.
32
Leo Damrosch, "Naylor, James," ibid. 40 (2004), 280-285.
33
Richard L. Greaves, "Edmundson, William," ibid. 17 (2004), 774-776.
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he met with the deputy governor and colonial officials, and also preached
to the indigenous people. Among influential Quakers in the colonies was
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William Penn (1644-1718), 34 the founder of Pennsylvania, and Proprietor
John Archdale (1642-1717), 35 who was appointed governor of Carolina in
1694 and named a landgrave with a barony of 48,000 acres. The
confrontation between the Church of England and the dissenters was also
to shape events in northern Carolina.

Palatinate
British interest in enticing people from continental Europe to English
domains centered on South German regions, especially on the Rhenish
Palatinate. "This country," Simon de Beaumont declared in 1709,
is much the pleasantest part of the German Empire and has
therefore been coveted by neighboring princes in all ages. Their
hills are covered with vines which yield the well known Rhinish
wine; their plains and valleys abound with all sorts of com and
fruits, and their forests are well stocked with Deer and other game.
The Rhine passing through the middle of the country does very
much improve their Commerce, and with the Necker Nabe and
other rivers, supplies them with plenty of fish, and their mountains
abound with minerals. 36
To this day the so-called Weinstrasse, Wine-Road, leads from about 20
miles west of Karlsruhe northward to the west of Worms and abounds in
vineyards.

The Wages of War
The Palatinate was also a region of strategic military transit and over
the centuries suffered from much devastation. It was especially terrible in
the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) and again in the Nine Years War
(1688-1697), 37 when in 1689 the French Count E. Melac (c.1630-1704)
methodically ravaged the countryside and nearly destroyed the cities of
Worms, Heidelberg, and Speyer. The War of the Spanish Succession

34

Mary K. Geiter, "Penn, William," ibid. 43 (2004), 557-566; the entry is a
summary of her biography, William Penn. Harlow, England: Longman, 2000.
35
Peter H. Wood, "Archdale, John," ibid. 2 (2004), 337-338.
36
Van Beaumont, "A Brief History," 1781-1782.
37
The war has various names, such as the Palatinate War of Succession, the War
of the Grand Alliance, or King William's War. See David Onnekink, ed. War and
Religion after Westphalia 1648-1713. Surrey, England: Ashgate, 2009; especially
his "The Last War of Religion: The Dutch and Nine Year's War," 69-88.
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(1702-1714) meant again hostile armies marching through and depriving
people of food and livestock. 38
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Besides this repeated scourge of warfare, the people of the Palatinate
also faced denominational strife between the Reformed majority and the
Lutheran and Catholic minorities. With the death of the Palatine Count
Charles I (1618-1680), the male line of the Protestant Pfalz-Simmem was
extinguished. Count Charles was followed by Philipp Wilhelm ( 1615-1690)
of the Catholic line Pfalz-Neuburg who continued a policy of
denominational tolerance. His son Johann Wilhelm (1658-1716), however,
was a proponent of the Counter-Reformation. His edict of 1697 deprived
the dominant Reformed denomination of half of its revenue in favor of the
Catholic minority and gave the proselytizing orders of the Capuchins and
Jesuits a free hand. Since he was determined to gain additional territory,
however, he was forced in 1705 to accept conditions set by Protestant
Brandenburg and rescind the previous edict. He restored most of the
ecclesiastical revenue to the Reformed Consistory, but reserved for him two

38

For titles relating to military campaigns that covered much of Europe see W.
Calvin Dickinson and Eloise Hitchcock, The War of the Spanish Succession,
1702-1713. A Selected Bibliography (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press,
1996), 59-72.
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seventh of that income for the benefit of the Lutheran and Catholic
minorities.
A Way Out
The repeated intense suffering
caused by war and denominational
uncertainty made the people of the
Palatinate and its neighboring regions
receptive to British recruitment efforts.
In 1709 England's Parliament had
passed a generous naturalization act for
foreign Protestants, and in the same
year Kocherthal' s booklet about "the
famous land Carolina" was published
three times in enlarged editions. Agents
in English service actively, if covertly,
recruited people, as did some
clergymen. At the public meeting of
July 12, 1709, for instance, a pastor
Dietz was reported to have praised "the
great advantages the subjects could
hope from their American journey" and
claimed "that the Lord God had shown Cover of Fourth Edition of Josua
a promised land in order to save his Kocherthal's Booklet, 1709
people from Egyptian servitude." 39
Thus several factors combined so that
within a year some 14,000 Germans traveled via Rotterdam to London in
hopes of reaching the "islands" of Pennsylvania and above all of "Famed
Carolina." According to a pamphlet of 1711 8,589 of the arrivals were from
the Palatinate, 2, 334 from Darmstadt and its environs, 1,113 from Hanau,
653 from Franconia, 490 from Speyer and Worms, 413 from the Alsace and
320 from Baden.40 All, however, were called "Palatines", and the term "the
39

Quoted in Julius Goebel, ed., "Briefe Deutscher Auswanderer aus dem Jahr
1709," Deutsch-Amerikanische Geschichtsblatter. Jahrbuch der DeutschAmerikanischen Historischen Geselllschaft van Illinois 12 (1912): 139.
40
Frank Reid Diffenderfer," The German Exodus to England in 1709," The
Pennsylvania-German Society. Proceedings and Addresses 7 (Reading,
Pennsylvania: Published by the Society, 1897): 257-413; list, 411-412; it is based
on Wilhelm Moritz Hoen, ed. Das verlangte, nicht erlangte Canaan bey den
Lustgrabern; Oder Ausfahrliche Beschreibung Von der ungliicklichen Reise derer
jungsthin aus Teutschland nach dem Engellandischen in America gelegenen ·
Carolina und Pensylvanien wallenden Pilgrim .... Franckfurt und Leipzig, 1711.
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poor Palatines" became a stereotype. Kocherthal' s tract had proven most
persuasive.
The author of that Detailed and Circumstantial Report about the
Famous Land Carolina was Josua Harrsch (1669-1719) who was born in
Fachsenfeld near Aachen in the valley of the Kocher River which flows into
the Neckar. 41 After theological studies at the Lutheran University of
Wittenberg, which he concluded in 1695, he became pastor ofEschelbronn
and also served the baronies of Monchzell and Daisbach in the Kraichgau.
At about the same time he married Sybilla Charlotta Winchenbach
(c.1669-1713), and they had four surviving children. In 1704 Pastor
Harrsch went to London to gather data about England's colonies, especially
Carolina. He had been made aware of it by reports published in the
Frankfurt Mej3-Relationes between 1699 and 1701, and also by the work of
Richard Blome (ca.1735-1705) published in London in 1672 about Jamaica
and other English overseas dominions, of which a German edition was
printed in 1697 at Leipzig under the title Englisches America. 41
Around 1705 Pastor Harrsch assumed the name "Kocherthal" and his
name appears in English sources as Joshua de Cockershall or as de
Kocherthal. 43 In England, he explained, he met with several merchants, one
having lived 12, another 2 years in Carolina, and some of them were
Germans and had told him of what they had heard. Kocherthal also listened
to a talk of the secretary of the Carolina proprietors in the company of a
clergyman, received information directly from them, and gathered data from
news sources and other writers. One of them was Johann Joachim Becher
(1635-1682) who repeatedly had referred to Carolina in his Psychosophia
published in 1674. Kocherthal hoped, therefore, that he could tell his
countrymen the truth about Carolina, that "much praised" land. 44

41

See Andreas Mielke, "Who Was Kocherthal and What Happened to His Party of
1708," PMH 31, 4, 8-31.
42
Richardi Blome, Englisches America, oder Kurtze doch deutliche Beschreibung
aller derer jenigen Lander und Inseln so der Cron Eng eland in West-Indien letziger
Zeit zustiindig und unterthiinig sind. durch eine hochberuhmte Feder aus dem
Englischen ubersetzt und mit Kupffern bezieret. Leipzig. Bey Johann GroBen
Wittbe und Erben. Anno 1697; title reproduced ibid. 41.
43
Mielke, PMH, 17, cites the Journal of the House of Commons 16 (London 1803),
597; on p. 19 the Calendar of Treasury Books, 22, pt. 2,247. "de" or "von" may be
understood as "to hail from", or it may intimate the status of gentleman.
44
Kocherthal's Chapter Ten lists sources in 15 points, 29-31, in remarkable detail.
For a discussion of promotional tracts see Hugh T. Lefler, "Promotional Literature
of the Southern Colonies," Journal of Southern History 33 (1967): 3-25. He does
not mention, however, the tracts of Kocherthal (1709) or of Johann Rudolph Ochs
(1711).
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Carolina Appraised
In careful and concise prose Kocherthal ordered his findings into ten
chapters and each into several numbered points, almost in the manner of a
catechism. 45 First he described the land that had only few white inhabitants.
"All else is still wholly empty and not inhabited," and having room "for a
thousand families" (7). The proprietary government, he declared in the
second chapter, granted three main privileges: "freedom of religion and
conscience;" "to each house-father as true property 50 acres" ofland; "three
years free of rent," or perhaps longer, and then demanding only "3. halb
Kreutzer". In Carolina there were neither "assignments, compulsory labor,
and servitude;" freedom of movement was guaranteed if debts had been
paid, and hunting and fishing were unrestricted except on private property
(9-11). The land was most fertile and "in many ways much preferable to
that of England or Germany" (12), the third chapter claimed.
Corn, grains, and rice grew well, also all kinds of fruit, nuts, and
vegetables, and often almost by themselves. Also wild animals, fish, and
fowl were abundant. Horses and cattle could be purchased cheaply so that,
as a ship-captain in the presence of many people of high rank had assured
him that "almost no house-father in Carolina ... could be called truly poor"
(16). The climate, furthermore, was such that winters were like April and
October in Germany, but summers hotter, although mostly a cool wind was
blowing. Initially it might take some months to get adapted, but "one has
not learned that some have become truly sick, far less that they had died"
(19). 46 Chapter Five dealt with "Peace and Security" and stressed that at
present all lived in harmony; also the Indians "live with Ours in perfect
peace and very good friendship," although their numbers were shrinking
"because they had no experience in our manner of warfare" (20). Fights
between the English, Spaniards, and French occurred far away some 100 to
150 miles to the south. Several rivers, Chapter Six pointed out, allowed
much trade, and property rights were ordered according to English law.
Chapter Seven featured "the European Nations" of the English, Dutch, and
French who were settled in towns like Charleston or New London and their
environs. The English were especially concerned "to spread not only
45

The summary follows the facsimile edition of the fourth printing of Auj3fahrlich,
und umstiindlicher Bericht, published at Neustadt an der WeinstraBe: D. Meininger
Verlag, 1983; numbers in parenthesis after quotations refer to that edition in my
translation.
46
The issue is pointedly characterized and analyzed by Roy Merrens and George
D. Terry, "Dying in Paradise: Malaria, Mortality, and the Perceptual Environment
in Colonial South Carolina," Journal ofSouthern History 50 (1984): 533-550. They
stress, however, that it was not the climate per se, but "the settlers' perceptions of
the environment and their behavior toward it" that led to the high mortality of the
decades 1680-1720; ibid. 550 and 546.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2009

19

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 45 [2009], No. 3, Art. 3

2009]

The Enmeshment of Five Worlds, 1710-1713

27

Christianity, but also literacy among the Indians" (25). Chapter Eight about
the "Defects and Limitations of Carolina" found only a few, namely that
"the most part of this glorious land" was still "desolate and uncultivated"
(25), that no High Germans were settled there, and that there were wild
animals such as wolves, or snakes in the summer. The ninth chapter
discussed the journey, its costs and perils due to storms or pirates. It could
last merely six weeks or a full six months depending on the weather, but
hardly ever had a boat gone under. Kocherthal then mentioned in Chapter
Ten the sources he had used for his sketch of Carolina, and an appendix
compared it with Pennsylvania. While the former had "so to speak an
eternal summer" (33), the latter suffered from hard winters so that solid
houses and stables had to be built there, while in Carolina "poor people, if
need be, could help themselves by erecting more modest huts" (34), and
also clothing lasted there far longer.
Kocherthal' s "BeschluB des Authoris," the author's conclusion, (36-39)
astonishes by its unexpected somber tone. First he chides those who had
"such a love for their fatherland" that they preferred "the greatest slavery
to availing themselves of freedom" (36), but then he warns that nobody
should leave driven "by improper curiosity, fickleness, or the hope for
greater wealth" (37) and stresses that the journey was perilous. At
destination, furthermore, one had "no house, no barn, no stable, no wagon
or plough, nor other supplies for needed work, no horse, oxen or other
cattle; many household items were lacking as well as many other things."
The land, furthermore, was "uncultivated, there were no ploughed fields, no
truly clean meadows, no gardens with trees and other plants." It all
demanded "often very sour work" (38).
A recent assessment of Kocherthal' s work observes that it "was not the
cause" of the move of Palatines and some Swiss to England in order to
reach Carolina, but rather "a guide to a way out;" it was "a book with the
deadliest of conseque·nces" that "initiated so catastrophic a mass
migration."47 Undoubtedly it became widely known in South German lands
47

Andreas Mielke, PMH 31, 4, 9 and 8. One needs to consider, however, that the
third and fourth editions, as the second printed in 1709, greatly increased
Kocherthal's initial text of 42 pages to 72 and then to 80 pages, probably without
his consent. Besides Blome' s text on Carolina the fourth edition has also a
"Remarkable Appendix and Report about some Lands in the American NeuEngelland, "66-76. Although no author is given, it may be a German version of a
text by William Penn, indicated by the passage: "Nachdem mir <lurch gnadige
Vorsehung Gottes und die Gerechtigkeit liebende Begiinstigung des Konigs eine
Landschafft in America zugefallen. - After by the kind providence of God and the
King's lovingly favoring justice a country has fallen to my lot." The text is
moralistic in tone and is critical of European nobility that is accused of exploiting
the common people.
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and was passed around and read aloud to those unable to read. Although
insecure subsistence, bad harvests, the threats of war, lack of work, and
heavy taxation were fostering the migration, it was the promise implied in
Kocherthal' s book, intensified by Queeen Anne's generous naturalization
policies, that sparked the exodus and provided the needed propaganda for
emigration entrepreneurs and possibly also reached Switzerland. Kocherthal
and his family, however, never went to Carolina but moved to New York
with a group of some fifty people that arrived there in January 1709. They
were settled some 50 miles north of the city where the Quassaic Creek
flows into the Hudson River. 4 8
Iroquoia
In Kocherthal' s report about English Carolina the indigenous world of
southeastern Iroquoia came hardly into view. He merely noted that native
people often reached a very high age, that they lived in perfect peace with
"Ours", but that their number was diminishing because of their inexperience
in the English manner of warfare. It seems that for him the indigenous
people did not count: All of Carolina, he asserted, was "still wholly empty
and not inhabited."49 Yet the region was densely peopled. Lands near the
ocean shore were home to the Algonquian-speaking W epemeoc, Secotan,
Chowan, and to the Iroquioan people of the Neusiok and on the lower
coastal plain of the Meherrin, Nottoway, and Tuscarora. 50 In their
homelands also other native peoples had taken refuge from "unrelenting
attack and extermination" that were waged especially after 1622 by the
English of the Virginia colony. 51
To sketch the indigenous world validly is less than easy, because
writers often rely on reports of reconnoitering and condescending whites
traveling through. Scholars, furthermore, use mainly the language of
Western superiority: They talk of tribes instead of peoples, of chiefs or
headmen instead of leaders, of huts instead of dwellings, of subsistence and
hunting-gathering instead of different, but equally valid economic patterns,
of prehistoric instead of historic events. Such usage derives from the
ideology of primitivism if not savagery that blinds observers. In describing
48

A detailed study is Walter Allen Knittle, Early Eighteenth Century Palatine
Emigration: A British Government Redemptioner Project to Manufacture Naval
Stores. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Dorrance & Company, 1937; reprint: Baltimore,
Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1985.
49
Kocherthal, Carolina, 19, 29, 7.
50
See Lewis R. Binford, "An Ethnohistory of the Nottoway, Meherrin, and
Weanock Indians of Southeastern Virginia," Ethnohistory 14, 3-4 (SummerAutumn 1967), 104; the treatise, 103-218, contains several maps.
51
Ibid. 119.
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indigenous worlds it has to be replaced by a stance that features difference
from a vantage point of equivalence and avoids defamation as well as
idealization. 52

Worldview
The economic and socio-political systems of the people of southeastern
Iroquoia were shaped by a worldview that differed radically from that of the
invader peoples. They did not follow a "religion" in the Western sense, that
is, as creeds claiming to offer absolute truth that was divinely revealed and
sanctioned by an all-powerful deity such as Ahura Mazda, Jahwe, Father,
or Allah. 53 They understood the world as a set of intertwined and
interdependent forces that were omnipresent and could be touched by
rituals. Although their forms differed from one indigenous people to
another, they all strove to get in touch with a unifying primal reality that
pulsated through all beings, be they four-legged, two-legged, winged, green,
or stony. Rituals were to purify humans and re-unite them with the sacred
cosmic force. They were generally patterned by the number four, requiring
four days of preparation, lasting four days, and being communally
celebrated four times a year. 54 The peoples of the southeastern North
Atlantic coast celebrated a ceremony of renewal in the spring, a green com
festival in early summer, a ripe com festival in late summer, and a Great
Moon festival in autumn. 55 Also the sacred colors came in sets of four, and
52

See Peter Hulme, Colonial Encounters. Europe and the Native Caribbean,
1492-1797 (London: Methuen, 1986), 2. The critique of Edward W. Said,
"Orientalism Reconsidered," in Europe and Its Others, Vol. 1. Proceedings of the
Essex Coriference on the Sociology of Literature, Francis Barker et al., eds.
(Colchester: University of Colchester, 1985), 14-27, also applies to a
preponderance of scholarly descriptions of the indigenous world of the Northern
Western Hemisphere.
53
That form of religion is, in part, a violently superimposed import into Europe
from the Middle East as represented in the Zoroastrian, Hebrew-Jewish, Christian,
and Islamic traditions that overpowered the indigenous Celtic and Germanic
religious forms. See Leo Schelbert, "Pathways of Human Understanding: An
Inquiry into Western and North American Indian Worldview Structures," American
Indian Culture and Research Journal 27:1 (2003): 61-75 for an attempt to feature
the common underlying structure of the Middle Eastern traditions in contrast to that
of the indigenous peoples of the northern W estem Hemisphere.
54
See Jordan Paper, Native North American Religious Traditions. Dancing for Life
(Westport, Connecticut: Praeger, 2007), 7; the work is "an introduction to the
hermeneutics and history of those indigenous modes of spirituality that continue to
be alive in North America," xiv.
55
Ibid. 102-104 a description of the observance of the Green Com festival; also
Ananda Sattwa, "Green Com Ceremony," in American Indian Religious Traditions.
An Encyclopedia. Suzanne J. Crawford and Dennis F. Kelly, eds. (Santa Barbara,
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the four directions north-south and east-west structured ritual places and
movements and were at times complemented by above and below.
Menstruating women usually went four days into seclusion because it was
"understood at that the time of flowing blood women are particularly
sacred," since blood was endowed "with spiritual power that could
overwhelm male power." 56 Also the dead were thought to need four days to
reach the spirit world during which people such as the Yuchi (also called
Westo) to the south of the Tuscarora kept a small fire burning over the
grave. 57 The striving to get in touch with the sacred universal force has been
translated misleadingly as getting "medicine;" and the power that pulsates
through the myriad forms of being has been misnamed "the Great Spirit,"
thus superimposing a personalistic theism on an innerworldy indigenous
understanding of ultimate reality.
"Fire was considered especially sacred." In the mid-winter ceremony
the Haudenausaunee, also called Iroquois, "put out the fires in their homes
and started a new fire from the ceremonial ground." 58 Numerous stories of
how the world came into being and how it functioned were told and used
in instructing young and old. These were not taken as factual accounts, but
as imaginative tales similar to novels in Western culture that are fictive in
external data, but offer insight about the nature of being. 59 The importance
of stories Gerald Vizenor expressed in these words: "I think you need a
place to attach to in moments of fear and detachment and confusion, a place
that's familiar, a dream place. I think it's an oral traditional place, which
means that it's greater than reality and it's greater than a material place you
would find on earth." 60 Such tales, for instance, may explain the emergence
of this world as the achievement of animals. Similar to sacred stories as
forms of spiritual understanding was (and remains) the dance, not as in
Western culture as mainly a social activity, but as a form of cosmic

California: ABC-Clio, 2005), 350-355.
56
Paper, ibid. 93; also Suzanne J. Crawford, "Menstruation and Menarche," in
American Indian Religious Traditions, 502-503.
57
Brennan, "Yuchi," Gale Encyclopedia of Native American Tribes, Vol. 1, 512.
58
Paper, Native North American Religious Traditions, 102.
59
Samples, for instance, in Native American Stories, Told by Joseph Bruchac. From
Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac, Keepers of the Earth. Golden, Colorado:
Fulcrum Publishing, 1991.
60
Quoted by Kimberly Blaeser in Buried Roots & Indestructible Seeds. The
Survival of American Indian Life in Story, History, and Spirit. Mark A. Lindquist
and Martin Zanger, eds. (Madison, Wisconsin: The University of Wisconsin Press,
1993), 3.
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communion. "Circles and fire underscore the basic structure of the world,
and men and women continue to dance to explain and experience it. " 61

Political Economy
From the radically different worldview of the indigenous peoples
derived also a radically different approach to economic pursuits. Peoples
like the Neusiok or Tuscarora did not view land as a commodity that could
be owned by individuals nor could it be bought or sold as imposed treaties
by the invader peoples wanted to have it. Such a view was morally
monstrous, and therefore no fences marked individual claims. Humans
could only make use of the world around them for their sustenance, not as
an exercise of dominance, but of symbiotic responsibility. Notthat the
concept of private property was unknown to people like the Tuscarora or
Neusiok, but it only applied to immediate items in personal use or to the
fruits of a tended field. Animals, furthermore, were not kept in captivity, but
made use of in their own habitat; their plenty was ensured by being
considered of their reproductive season and by not overusing what was
given. 62 Arriving Europeans were often astounded by the plenty of animal
life they encountered what for them was "wilderness," in reality an
intentionally managed symbiotic world of myriad forms of life. Also
Kocherthal had praised Carolina as "one of the most fertile lands to be
found" with plenty "of wild game, fish, and birds as well as water foul such
as swans, geese, and ducks." 63 Also John Lawson's A New Voyage to
Carolina and Rudolf Ochs' Americanischer Wegweiser feature the world
inhabited by the indigenous peoples as abundant in fauna and flora.
The indigenous peoples also planted foods such as beans, squash, and
corn, and in late summer communally gathered nuts, parsnips, turnips, wild
potatoes, and acorns. From silk grass, wild hemp, rushes, and cuttails they
made baskets and mats for personal use or trade. Bowls and ladels were
carved out of wood and exchanged for salt or for copper to make
ornaments. 64As to the division of labor, Neusiok and Tuscarora women
cooked, made baskets and mats, and readied provisions for the move to
61

James Taylor Carson, "Dan~e, Southeast," in American Indian Religious
Traditions, 220-223.
62
William Cronon, Changes in the Land. Indians and the Ecology of New England.
New York: Hill and Wang, 1983, offers a rare analysis of the indigenous economic
system in comparison to that of the European arrivals; see especially "Seasons of
Want and Plenty," 34-53.
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Kocherthal, Carolina, 12, 16.
64
Douglas W. Boyce, "Iroquoian Tribes of the Virginia-North Carolina Coastal
Plain," in Bruce G. Trigger, ed. Northeast. Vol. 15: Handbook of North American
Indians. William C. Sturtevant, general ed. (Washington, D.C.: Smithonian
Institution, 1978), 282-289.
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winter quarters, while the men worked the fields, built houses, and went
hunting often in groups. Neusiok and Tuscarora society was matrilineal and
matrilocal and men and women were viewed as equivalent. Elders were
esteemed and their opinion carried much weight in councils. Each village
was politically autonomous, leadership partly based on charisma, partly on
family and status achieved by giving, and major decisions were made after
much discussion in council. English settlers, however, were eager to find a
"king" or "chief' to whom they intended to convey a non-existing authority
such as their royal representatives enjoyed and also in order to hold such a
person responsible for his people's actions.
Facing Three Systems of Conquest
In each region that the newcomers called New England, New York,
Virginia, Carolina or the West Indies, the indigenous peoples soon realized
that the English arrivals from across the sea fundamentally threatened not
only their uniquely different millennia old cultures, but coveted exclusive
possession of their homelands and threatened their very survival as a
people. While the empire built by the Spaniards viewed the native peoples
of the conquered regions as potential serfs to be owned and to provide
labor, and the French considered the indigenous groups as to be pliable
trading partners to the benefit of France, English imperial policy in the
northern Western Hemisphere consciously strove to eliminate the
indigenous peoples from a region and to replace them with Europeans
willing to accept British sovereignty. Epidemics decimating indigenous
peoples became thus celebrated as an act of God. 65 The English did not
pursue an extraction or a trading, but a on-settlement-re-settlement empire.
The pattern of conquest was repeated for centuries in region after region,
and after 1783 followed also by the United States: Periods of initial
friendship and cooperation soon changed to gradual alienation and
escalating violence of the white attackers as well as of the indigenous
defenders of their homelands, at times mitigated by so-called mostly
spurious treaties that ignored indigenous norms. Finally regional wars of
annihilation were undertaken, followed by the expulsion of those who
survived the onslaught or by their being herded onto inhospitable
reservations as a kind of territorial prisons as well as cultural redoubts. The
making of Carolina, and within it of New Bern, was to be no exception to
such a course of events.
65

See for instance John Winthrop, "Reasons to be considered for iustifieinge the
undertakeres of the intended Plantation in New England," Robert C. Winthrop Life
and Letters of John Winthrop (Boston: Ticknor and Fields, 1864): "God hath
consumed the Natives with a great Plaugue in those parts, soe as there be few
Inhabitants left."
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Two Deadly Fore es
The arrival of Europeans in the Western Hemisphere brought the
indigenous peoples the twin scourge of pathogens and new techniques of
warfare. Within years, the newcomers spelled the end of a history of
unusual physical health. They had known "no small pox, no measles, no
chickenpox, no influenza, not typhus, no typhoid or paratyphoid fever, no
diphteria, no cholera, no bubonic plague, no scarlet fever, no whooping
cough, an no malaria," nor "dengue or breakbone fever, and yellow fever." 66
Also syphilis was most likely not original to their world. 67 Some peoples
suffered heavy losses from outbreaks of any of those lethal pathogens but
also recovered, others like the Tuscarora seemed more able to withstand the
threat to health imported by reconnoiterers or traders. It is difficult to assess
how far endemic diseases devastated indigenous communities, and how far
wars of extermination, expulsion, and malnutrition caused by devastation
of their food supply. The hunting for captives to be enslaved added to the
demographic catastrophe. 68 The Neusiok people seem to have been
decimated by a combined impact of disease, enslavement, and warfare,
while the Tuscarora suffered mainly from raids that captured especially
women and the young to be enslaved and sold to the West Indies. They
"lived too far from Charleston to profit easily from trade with Carolinians,
yet too near to avoid the raids ... for the traffic in slaves."69
Besides imported pathogens also technological displacements spelled
disaster, especially relating to warfare. In order successfully to confront the
invaders, indigenous peoples strove to get guns and ammunition, knives and
axes of steel to replace their bows and arrows and utensils made of stone or
wood. They could get these by depleting their herds of deer and other furbearing animals to satisfy the English traders' insatiable desire for pelts or
by joining whites in attacks on neighboring indigenous peoples to get
captives for the trade in slaves. The possibly Siouan Yuchi, also called
Westo, for example, were relative newcomers to the banks of the lower
Savannah River. Once they had become expendable after being used
extensively for slave hunts, they themselves were attacked, enslaved, and
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Bibliography (Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1976), 34.
69
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annihilated as a people. 70 The final catastrophe for indigenous peoples,
however, was European settlement, supplied by a seemingly unending
arrival of soldiers, settlers and goods, a process in which the making of
Carolina and within it of New Bern are just examples of what was to be a
four hundred year conquest historians came to label innocuously as
"westward movement." In 1710 a native informant told Charles Levasser:
The English were in those nations everyday, and that they take
packhorses burdened with clothing, guns, gunpowder, shot, and a
quantity of other goods which are sold or traded to the savages for
deer hides, for fresh deer hides with hair, and for the buffalo that
are covered in fine wool being gray colors like a mouse. But the
greatest traffic between the English and the savages is the trade in
slaves with the nations to take from their neighbors whom they war
with continuously, such that the men take the women away and sell
them to the English, each person being traded for a gun. This
greatly destroys the nations which are our neighbors. 71
Carolina
The emergence of English Carolina in 1663 resulted on the one hand
from an intense, century-old struggle between Spain, France, and Britain for
dominance in the Caribbean, on the other from England's will to push its
control southward from its established colony Virginia towards Spanish
occupied present-day Florida. Also the French intended to gain a foothold
in the region so that a threefold contest ensued.

Three Empires in Contest
Europeans had reached the southern Atlantic coast of the Western
Hemisphere about 1510 when the Spaniard Lucas Vasquez de Ayll6n
(1480-1526), the elder, and some 500 colonists settled what they called San
Miguel Guadalpe somewhere north of present-day Florida. 72 He was
followed by Hernando de Soto (1500?-1542) who in 1538 moved in ten
ships and some 600 men up that southern coast, reaching in 1540 a place

70

See Alan Gallay, The Indian Slave Trade. The Rise of the English Empire in the
American South, 1670-1717 (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press,
2002), 40-98.
71
Quoted ibid. p. vi.
72
Paul E. Hoffman, The New Andalucia and a Way to the Orient: The American
Southeast During the Sixteenth Century (Baton Rouge: Louisiana: Louisiana State
University, Press, 1993), 144-168.
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they called St. Elena on today's Parris Island. 73 The settlement was
destroyed in 1576 by the indigenous people, but rebuilt. Yet in 1587 Philip
II ordered that the town be abandoned, its fort and dwellings destroyed, and
the people moved to St. Augustine, because Spain had relinquished
jurisdiction to the northern regions. 74
In the 1560s the French attempted to establish a foothold in the area. In
June 1562 Jean Ribaut (c. 1520-1565) in the service of the Protestant
French Admiral Gaspard de Coligny II ( 1519-1572) reached what he called
Port Royal and established Charlesfort. 75 Leaving some men behind, Ribaut
returned to France, then went to London where he tried to negotiate a threeway colonial partnership between England, France, and Spain. He was
imprisoned instead in London, and the English government asked Spain to
destroy Charlesfort. Once freed, Ribaut returned to France and in 1563 sent
out three ships under the command of Rene de Laudonniere (c. 1520-1574),
who had been a member of the previous expedition. 76 The third in command
was Diebold von Erlach (1541-1565), a native of Bern in French service
and possibly the first Swiss to set foot on the northern Western
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(Columbia, South Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 837.
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Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, "Ribault, Jean," American National Biography, 18
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de Biographie Franr;aise 9 (1961), cols. 222-226.
76
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Press, 2000. "A Note on Sources," 171-184, assesses the reliability of French and
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negative image constructed by French primary and secondary accounts. See
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(2001), 1324.
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Hemisphere. 77 Laudonniere
found Charlesfort abandoned
and established the fort La
Caroline at the mouth of the
river May, today's St. John.
Dwindling provisions and
increasing hostilities between
the French and the indigenous
peoples led Laudonniere to
abandon the fort, but
departure was prevented by
the arrival on August 28, 1565
of Jean Ribaut in seven ships
and with some 700 people. At
the same time the Spanish
commander of Cuba
Menendez de Aviles
(1519-1574) had arrived to
the south of La Caroline and
hastily established a fort he
named St. Augustine. Ribaut
decided to attack it, but a
hurricane incapacitated his
fleet and some 250 of his men
drowned, while Menendez Indigenous Peoples east of the Mississippi River
marched on the French Fort between Rival Empires.
and destroyed it on September
20. 78 The stranded Frenchmen were discovered by Menendez and some 330
killed as heretics, but about 150, among them 50 women and children,
brought to Spain. 79 This ended France's attempt to settle on the southern
Atlantic coast of the northern Western Hemisphere.
77

See Leo Schelbert, "Le premier Suisse sur sol nord-americain: Theobald d'Erlach
(1541-1565)," traduit de l'allemand par Alice et Jean-Rene Bory, Versailles, No.
38 (1970): 29-42; based mainly on Rene de Laudonniere, Histoire notable de la
Floride (1586). Reprint: Paris, P. Jeannet, 1853; and Paul Gaffarel, Histoire de la
Floride Franr;aise. Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1875; English version in Rene de
La,udonniere: Three Voyages. E. Bennet, ed. and tran. Gainesville, Florida: The
University Presses of Florida, 1975.
78
de Laudonniere and the cartographer and artist Jacques Le Moyne (c. 153 3-15 88)
were able to escape to France; see Bertrand Van Ruymbeke, "Le Moyne de
Morgues, Jacques," American National Biography 13 (1999), 475-476.
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McGrath, The French in Florida, 182; Francis Parkmann, "Menendez de Aviles,"
Dictionary of American Biography 12 (1933), 533-534.
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The English appeared in the region in 1587 when Francis Drake
(1540-1596) sacked St. Augustine and other neighboring Spanish
settlements. 80 Once established in the region they called Virginia, English
settlers attempted to
move to lands to the
southward. In 1620 NORTH AMERtcA
Charles I (1600-1649)
ignored Spanish claims
and announced: "Know
that we ... do erect and
incorporate them into a
Province, and name the
same Carolana, or the
Province of Carolana,"
awarding it to Sir Robert
Heath (1575-1649), 81 but
no serious attempt at
SOUTH AMI.:Rl CA
settlement was made.
The English occupied
Barbados instead in
1627, a southernmost
O
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island first mentioned in
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aribbcan showing many of the pl
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referred

Spanish accounts in
1518, that lay outside the The extended Caribbean according to Peter Hulme,
main arc of the Colonial Encounters, p. 4.
Windward Isles of the
Lesser Antilles. Within a decade some 40,000 inhabitants, who were mostly
small farmers, indentured servants, and enslaved Africans, peopled the
island. 82 In 1636 a proclamation of the island's governor legalized practice,
declaring, "that henceforth all blacks and Indians brought to the islands and
their offspring were to be received as life-long slaves." 83 In the 1650s
farmers and artisans were crowded out by the creation of large sugar
plantations that were worked by an ever growing enslaved population.
80
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England: Cambridge University Press, 2006.
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Indentured servants having done their time and sons of planters moved to
other English colonies such as Jamaica, Surinam, Virginia, and Carolina. 84

Bi-centric Carolina
The center of the new province emerged on its southern coast. In 17 60
Joseph West (?-1691) 85 and a group of colonists departed from England in
three ships to establish a private plantation for the three Carolina proprietors
Ashley Cooper, Peter Colleton, and George Carteret. On their stop in
Barbados the colonists lost two of their ships in a storm, but the Carolina
reached Port Royal Sound in March and established Charles Towne86 on the
west bank of a river they named Ashley. The settlement barely survived the
first three years on imported provisions, then began to prosper. It became
the residence of the governor, the council, and the colony's administrative
officials. The town was walled in for protection, and in 1680 was moved to
the tip of the peninsula at the confluence of the rivers Ashley and Cooper.
It became peopled by a colonial elite, a small middle class, and by poor
whites and enslaved Africans. In religious persuasion the town's people
were Anglican, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Calvinist, and Quaker. In 1706 an
attack by Spanish and French ships was successfully repulsed. 87
Early southern Carolina was culturally shaped by Barbados. An
important link to the island was the Proprietor Sir John Colleton
(1608-1666). 88 Allied to Charles I, he supported him during the English
Civil War (1642-1649) and after the King's execution fled with his family
to relatives in Barbados. There he became "a counselor, judge, merchant,
and planter, with sizable holdings in three island parishes." He also
promoted colonization on the southern Atlantic coast when he returned to
England in 1659 to secure the ascendance of Charles II to the throne. He
was knighted and appointed to the Council of Foreign Plantations and the
Royal African Company that in 1672 was to gain exclusive rights to the
African slave trade. Colleton emerged as the leading Proprietor of Carolina
and strove to get settlers from New England, Virginia, and Barbados. A
Barbadian settlement established on Cape Fear was not successful,
however, but by 1670 some 150 Barbadians had moved to southern
84
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(2004), 555.
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Carolina, 423 in 1672, and over a 1000 in 1680, a significant number, given
an estimated population of 2,200 for the southern region of Carolina in
1700. Three Carolina governors were Barbadian: John Yeamans,
(1611-1674), governor from 1672 to 1674, John Colleton's son James
(?-ca.1706), governor from 1686 to 1690, and Robert Gibbes (1644-1715),
an early settler and governor from 1710 to 1712. At least twenty Carolina
office holders were from Barbados, some owning property in both places. 89
Barbadians "took the lead in trading in West Africans, ... [and] seized upon
slavery as a solution to their labor problems," and they were also "first in
defining the legal status of slaves and secondly in establishing a fullyfledged slave code." 90 Southern Carolina's labor system thus came to be
based on slavery, slave hunts among indigenous peoples became a common
feature of the province in order to weaken and eventually eliminate them in
favor of people from Europe.
Carolina's other center was situated in the north in a region that
adjoined the Virginia colony. A county called Albemarle was established
in 1664 and divided into four precincts in 1668 that in 1689 became
counties. The people were egalitarian in outlook, had a significant Quaker
presence, and earned from the northern neighbors the epithet "Rogue's
Harbor." 91 Its center was called Bath, first established by newcomers from
England and New England in the 1690s at the tip of a peninsula with access
to what they named the Pamlico River, near or at the site of the Algonquian
town Secotan. 92 In 1696 Bath county was created, with Bath as the county
seat, the residence of deputy governor and a council. In 1701 the town
received a gift of numerous books from England's Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, the nucleus of Carolina's first
library. Bath County's people raised cattle and pigs, grew com, and
exported turpentine, shingles and staves to the West Indies and to New
England. Land speculators amassed large holdings, such as Thomas Cary
(d. c. 1720) who owned 1,440 acres, William Glover 1,500, and Frederick
Jones 4, 565. 93
The great distance between Albemarle and Charleston as well as the
latter's easy access to the ocean in contrast to the northern region that was
89
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separated from the sea by a wall of sandbanks and sounds of shallow
waters, led to southern Carolina's dominance and gradually to the division
of Carolina into two separate provinces. While in November 1691 Philip
Ludwell (1638-1723)94 was still appointed governor of all of Carolina and
Thomas Jarvis (?-1694) served as deputy governor in the north from 1691
to 1694, in 1711 the Proprietors appointed Edward Hyde (1661-1723)
outright as "Governor of North Carolina." By 1720 the separation into two
provinces "independent of each other in all respects" had become fact. 95
Denominational Dissent
In 1710 some 15, 120 people of European and African descent are
estimated to have lived in northern Carolina. 96 Most had no religious
affiliation, although the majority was nominally Anglican. A first
missionary of their denomination, Rev. James Adams (d. 1710) did not
arrive until 1704 in the precinct Pasquotank. He wrote in October 1709 that
the region had some 900 members of the Church of England, a few
Presbyterians, 210 Quakers, 11 people without affiliation, and also 211
people of African descent who were not baptized because their owners had
"the false notion that a Christened slave is by law free." 97 The clergyman
found it hard "to stay in so barbarous and disorderly a Place as this now is,"
he wrote on March 27, 1710, "where I have undergone a World of trouble
and misery both in Body and Mind." On March 30, 1714 Rev. Giles
Ransford asserted "that neither Mr. Urmston nor myself have received any
thing by way of Support by the contribution of the Inhabitants." 98 The
clergymen complained further that pay from the English Society for the
Propagation of the Faith was slow in coming.
Although only about seven to ten percent in northern Carolina were
Quakers, that is, members of the Society of Friends, they were politically
influential and held diverse political offices. Most had been converted by
George Fox when he had preached in the Albemarle region for three weeks
in 1672. By 1700 the Perquimans precinct had three "meetings," the
equivalent of parishes. Friends also actively proselytized and provoked the
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ire of the missionaries of the Church of England. Rev. John Talbot
(1645-1727), for instance, wrote to England:
The Quakers Compass Sea and Land to make Proselytes, they send
out yearly a parcel of Vagabond fellows that ought to be taken up,
A

EW

V OYTOAGE

CARO L I

A;

Col!l'l't.lMt•• T•J

E:u8 Dtfop •lid N,tw,,l

or

T

HiJ-,

~T

COU
TRY:
mlhc YttJ-,.».dwttoC

T(ll'llm

.\lfD

AJOUR

AL

OtaTboumid Miles. Tmd'd dlro' G:ta-at
atieotcif INDl.fHS.
Gmoa•~ A<muntottheir~

Munen,~

Title page of John Lawson, A
New Voyage to Carolina,
1709

Title page of German version
of John Lawson, A New
Voyage, 1712

and put in Bedlam [London's mental hospital], rather than Suffered
to go about railing and raving against the Laws and Orders of
Christ and His Church. For why? Their Preaching is of Cursing and
Lyes, poysoning the Souls of the People with Damnable Errors and
Heresies, and not content with this, in their own Territories of
Pennsylvania, but they travel with Mischief over all parts a far as
they can goe. 99

In the Assembly the Friends insisted on a high degree of tolerance in that
officials could hold office by simple affirmation and needed only to affirm
God's existence and "the need for public and solemn worship." 100 The
religious division in Church of England people and Quakers was intensified
by the "hostility between the newer precincts of Bath and the older ones of
99
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the Albemarle section. The two regions were separated by forty miles of
dense, uninhabited wilderness. Overland transportation was virtually nonexistent and waterborne traffic was irregular at best." 101 Efforts to establish
the Church of England was expressed in Acts passed by the Assembly in
1682, 1698, and 1703, and religious conflict was to fuse with political and
regional rivalry.
Settling the Neuse River Banks
In 1665 the Carolina Proprietors decided to promote settlements south
of English Albemarle. Colonists arrived in two boats in the fall of that year,
but they lost their clothing, provisions, ammunition, and the king's cannon
in a storm. Eighteen months after their arrival the indigenous peoples turned
hostile to the settlers' demands for their winter provisions and had also
killed the cattle the newcomers had imported. They were incensed that
settlers stole their children and sold them as slaves. We were, as the colonist
John Vasall stated, "no way able to supply ourselves with clothing and
necessaries," nor " ... to defend ourselves from the Indians." Because he
could not find even six men who would stay in the settlement, he too was
"constrained to leave it, to my great loss and ruin." 102 Towards the end of
the century the Proprietors established Bath County, occupying "most of
that land which lies to the southeast of Albemarle Sound to Pamlico River,
and about thirty or forty miles more southerly to the Neuse River." 103 The
first settlers were English and included William Hancock, settling in 1697,
the shipwright William Powell, whose will is dated July 7, 1703, Thomas
Lepper who owned several tracts, Farnifold Greene who claimed property
in the Tuscarora town Nonawharitsa, while his brother owned 640 acres on
the north side of the Neuse River in 1707 and 1700 acres between Green's
and Smith's Creeks. Other settlers between 1700 and 1702 were William
Brice, Robert Bruce, father and son Nelson, John Reed, Robert Schrieve,
John Smith and the laborer Stephen Sweetman. Some had come from the
English colonies Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, some directly from
England. 104
In Core Sound were settled John and Francis Shackelford, Edward and
Enoch Ward, George Moy, Peter Worden, Benjamin Simpson, George Bell,
and John Fulford. 105 John Lawson, author of Voyage to Carolina, published
in England in 1709, claimed 640 acres at the mouth of Hutosquock Creek
Ibid.
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103
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which the English called Clubfoot Creek, while William Hancock owned
720 acres on the Neuse and his son 640. In 1707 William Brice had
acquired "a long series of grants on the Trent" River. 106 In August 1708
Huguenots, that is, French Protestants, moved from the James River to the
Trent where they continued cultivating hemp and flax and made linen
cloth. 107
Thus when in 1710 settlers from Bern, Switzerland, and southern
Germany arrived at the Neuse River, they entered as foreigners a region that
was already claimed and in part occupied by English people. At the
confluence of the Trent and Neuse Rivers, furthermore, there was still a
remnant of the town of Chatooka, home to some 20 indigenous families,
about half a mile from which John Lawson had bought 640 acres from the
Proprietors. 108 And to the north were the villages of the Tuscarora who
viewed the encroaching white settlements with alarm and in 1705 were
rumored to be planning for war.
ENMESHMENT
Between 1710 and 1713 the
worlds of England, Bern, the
Palatinate, Iroquoia, and Carolina
became fully enmeshed in two sets
of events. Christoph von
Graffenried and the South German
and Bernese newcomers he was to
lead became part of crises that
shattered their hopes and
transformed the future of New
Bern.
Getting Ready
In 1709 three men pursued
their stake in Carolina's Neuse
River country by visiting London,
and whose future was to become
intertwined. John Lawson
(?-1711), 109 who had settled near

Map of New Bern Colony, 1710
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the Neusiok town Chatooka at the confluence of the Trent and Neuse
Rivers, sailed for England to attend to the publication of his book. In 1700
he had undertaken a 550-mile journey on the behest of the Proprietors,
setting out at the southern coast of the province moving inland toward the
Appalachian range, then north- and eastward ending at Carolina's northern
coast. He gave his book the descriptive title A New Voyage to Carolina;
Containing the Exact Description and Natural History of That Country:
Together with the Present State thereof And a Journal Of a Thousand
Miles, Traveled through
several Nations of Indians.
Giving a particular Account ;,IV'l"7"'
of their Customs, Manners,
~~~
·>-:t..
etc. By John Lawson, Gent.
Surveyor-General of North
Carolina. uo It was to remain
a unique account, if shaped
by claims of primitivism, of
a world long vanished. With
rare insight John Lawson
commented: "But if we will
admit Reason to be our
Guide she will inform us,
(Vw
that these Indians are the
freest people in the world,
and so far from being
Intruders upon us, that we
have abandoned our Native
Soil, to drive them out and
possess theirs." 111
The second person to
visit London was Lawson's
"ingenious Friend Mr.
Francis-Louis Mitchell," a
native of Bern. He had "been
for several Years," Lawson
observed,
"very Christoph von Graffenried's Map of the Planned
indefatigable and strict in his Colony on the Potomac
Discoveries amongst those

'+4•~~~•~~
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vast Ledges of Mountains, and spacious Tracts of land, lying towards the
Heads of the great Bays and Rivers of Virginia, Maryland, and Pensylvania
where he has discovered a spacious country." 112 Since 1704 Michel had
tried to convince the government of Bern to create a colony, if possible
under its sole jurisdiction besides that of England's Crown. 113 In early 1710
the Proprietors responded to his inquiry about purchasing land for himself
in Carolina. "We have nothing in Our Minds so much as that Our province
Carolina in America should Flourish and Prosper," they declared, "and
being fully satisfied that nothing can more effectually contribute to the same
than increasing and augmenting the Number of Inhabitants and Planters."
Therefore they "thought it fit to Comply with your Request." Like any other
person Michel could purchase land for 20 pounds for every 1000 acres, and
the annual quitrent would be 10 shillings. As soon as they would receive
payment, they would issue a warrant to Carolina's governor and surveyorgeneral to stake out the property "that he may Quietly Enjoy the Land ... for
Ever." 114 Michel was offered the usual rate. 115 He was also negotiating his
and Bern's rights to mines he claimed to have discovered in different
English colonies once the precious metals were mined.
The third person gone to London to negotiate matters initially
pertaining to Virginia was Christoph von Graffenried. He hoped to finalize
the mining concession he had been promised above the falls of the Potomac
River and for which he had already asked German miners to be ready for his
call. He was also to negotiate the terms under which about one hundred
Bernese families of farmers and artisans, whom he had carefully selected,
were to start Bern's colony. But things changed unexpectedly in that his
people were to go to northern Carolina instead of Virginia. He was also to
be put in charge of 650 of the German-speaking Palatines stranded in
London who would become part of the settlement. On August 4, 1709, the
Proprietors issued therefore the following declaration:
Agreed that the Lords Proprietors will subscribe Twenty pounds to
Mr. Lawson for Maps of North and South Carolina.
Signed by the Board a Commission to the Honorable Christopher
Graffenried to be Landgrave of Carolina.
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Signed a Warrant and duplicate to the said Christopher Graffenried
for five thousand acres of land in North Carolina.
Received Fifty Pounds purchase money of the said Christopher
Graffenried for the said Land. 116
Von Graffenried received not only the position of Landgrave, but also the
titles "Baron of Bemburg, and Knight of the Purple Ribbon." 117
On September 3, 1709, things took an additional tum and linked the
answers to the proposals of Franz Ludwig Michel and Christopher von
Graffenried, both acting for Bern's Georg Ritter & Cie. and on their own
behalf. The surveyor general John Lawson was to "admeasure and set out
10,000 Acres of land to the said Christopher de Graffenried and his Heirs"
which they were to receive for 100 pounds, to be payable by January 1,
1710, "according to the rate the Swiss Cantons purchased their Land in that
part of the Province aforesaid." The region they were to settle was
"ensconced behind the middle and perhaps most formidable part of the wall
of sea and sand, the land of the Neuse." 118 The Proprietors, however, would
not provide the Palatines as expected "with all provisions they shall want,
but they will give directions to their Receiver General to supply the
Palatines with such provisions as he shall have of their Lordships in his
hands and may be spared from the necessary use of the government." Von
Graffenried and Michel would have to reimburse the Proprietors "at the end
of two years after the arrival of the Palatines in North Carolina at [per]
pound 50. per Cent discount." A warrant was signed for von Graffenried's
10,000 acres and it was "Agreed that Mr. Luis Michel have a Warrant for
3500 Acres of land at that same rate as the Swiss cantons." 119
In the fall of 1709 Christoph von Graffenried took "incredible care" in
selecting healthy and industrious Palatines, "among them artisans of varied
skills, necessary tools, sufficient and healthy food, good ships and crews,"
all in constant consultation with the role of the royal Committee charged
with settling the Palatines. 120 John Lawson and Franz Ludwig Michel then
traveled back with the Palatines to Carolina in January 1710, while von
Graffenried awaited the settlers from Bern. They arrived in New Castle,
England not before June, however, and after a very good voyage reached
their destination at the end of September.
116
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From Chatooka to New Bern
When the Landgrave and his Bernese colonists arrived at destination,
he was to experience a first crisis. Neither John Lawson nor Franz Ludwig
Michel had done much in helping the Palatines to get settled. The latter's
plight was marked by an incredibly unlucky ocean journey on which they
lost some 400 people, and many of those who arrived were in despair.
Lawson seems only to have engaged some to clear his own land, apparently
located in an especially hot area along the Trent River. 121 He had a low
opinion of the German arrivals, commenting on December 30, 1710 that
they were
the most sloathfull people I ever saw. Above half of them are dead
of the spotted fever which took them in the ship, fluxes & the
dropsy. When they are taken sick they go to bed & there lye until
they dye or recover & cannot be persuaded to the contrary,
although many of them were dispatched thereby. Above one half
of them are dead, and one reason & the chiefest was seeing they
were twice as many as ought to have been on a healthful ship. 122
Von Graffenried proceeded immediately to assist the unfortunate survivors,
tried to get the much needed provisions, and had John Lawson stake out
land along the river banks for the farmers and town lots for the artisans at
the confluence of the Trent and Neuse Rivers. In his account he noted:
Since in America they do not like to live crowded, in order to enjoy
a purer air, I accordingly ordered the streets to be very broad and
the houses well separated one from the other. I marked three acres
of land for each family, for house, barn, garden, orchard, hemp
field, poultry yard and other purposes. I divided the village like a
cross and in the middle I intended the church. One of the principal
streets extended from the river Neuse straight on into the forest and
the other principle street crossed it, running from the Trent River
clear to the Neuse River. After that we planted stakes to mark the
houses and to make the first two principal streets along and on the
banks of the two rivers, mine being situated at that point. And since
121
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artisans are better off in a city than on plantations, I gave them
some privileges .... There were two carpenters, a mason, two
carpenters and joiners, a locksmith, a blacksmith, one or two
shoemakers, a tailor, a miller, an armourer, a butcher, a weaver, a
turner, a saddler, a glazier, a potter, and tilemaker, one or two
millwrights, a physician, a surgeon, a schoolmaster. 123
Once the most pressing work "to put themselves under cover" was
accomplished and, as von Graffenried put it, "I had also fitted up my own
dwelling a little better, we were concerned to give a name to the city, which
we did in great solemnity; and we joined to Neuse [country] that of
Bern." 124 There seems to be no record, however, of what had happened to
the Neusiok people who until then had still been living there.
Internal Strife
Immediately on arrival the newcomers had become hostage to a bitter
and partly violent struggle between the political faction advocating the
establishment of the Church of England as the official denomination of the
province, and the dissenters who rejected any such measure. The conflict
was further acerbated by the rivalry between the older Albemarle
settlements and the newer ones of Bath County. The Church of England had
been established by an act of the Assembly in 1703, although freedom of
religion was also guaranteed. Yet the additional demand that office-holders
swear a formal oath of allegiance effectively excluded dissenters such as the
Quakers who considered swearing an oath to be blasphemous.
In 1705 Carolina's Governor Nathaniel Johnson (1644-1712), 125 a
staunch Anglican, had appointed Colonel Thomas Cary (1678-1722)
deputy governor of northern Carolina that had its own assembly because
Charles Town was too far distant. A stepson of the Quaker John Archdale
(1642-1717) who was governor of Carolina from 1695 to 1696, Cary held
various public offices, among that of provincial treasurer, and he had
become a wealthy merchant and ship-owner. 126 Like Governor Johnson, he
supported the Anglican party, although he was tolerant of dissenters. These
were unhappy with his policies, however, and sent the Quaker Robert Porter
to London who achieved Cary's dismissal in 1707. Cary then allied himself
123
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with the dissent, nullified the act requiring the oath for office holding, and
reinstated those previously excluded to key offices.
When Christoph von Graffenried had reached the province, he was
immediately courted by the dissenters, but he refused to get involved. When
it became known that Edward Hyde, a relative of Queen Ann, had been
appointed deputy governor in place of Cary, the latter refused to
acknowledge him because he did not have the necessary paper since
Carolina's governor had died before he could issue the brief. Von
Graffenried tried to forge a compromise: "Col. Cary and his following were
to agree to Governor Hyde's being president of the Council until new orders
came form the Proprietors, but not to accept him as governor." 127 Cary
seemed to comply and went to see von Graffenried in New Bern, promising
him "three weeks of grain and other provision, as well as cattle, to the value
of 500 pounds, or else notes in place of goods," all due the Baron by right.
But Cary did not only break his promise and refused to release the
provisions, but he also used his visit to frighten the outlandish newcomers,
threatening, "that if they did not remain neutral, the English and Indians
would fall upon them and destroy them." 128 The Landgrave then joined the
supporters of Governor Hyde and in his behalf made the arduous trip to
Alexander Spotswood (1676-1740), Governor of Virginia from 1710 to
1722. He successfully asked for the Queen's soldiers to oppose Cary's
followers who, though unsuccessfully, had attacked Governor Hyde's
residence in Bath. When the royal marines arrived from Virginia, Cary fled
to Virginia where he was apprehended and transported to London to be tried
for insurrection. In northern Carolina Landgrave von Graffenried was then
second only to Governor Hyde and signed the official letter right after Hyde
that was sent to London to report on Cary's illegal acts. But soon new
disaster struck.
Fateful Reconnaissance
In the fall of 1711 when things began to look promising for the New
Bern colony of the Swiss and German settlers, John Lawson asked
Christoph von Graffenried to accompany him on a trip up the Neuse River.
After some prodding, Lawson explained that he had four goals: First, to find
out "how far the river was navigable;" second, whether "a shorter way
might be made to Virginia instead of the long and difficult one" on
waterways; third, to discover, "what kind of land is up there;" and, finally,
"how far it is to the mountains." 129 After some hesitation the Landgrave
127
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decided to join Lawson and prepared for a two-week trip, taking along two
men of African descent to row the boat and two indigenous people, one of
them knowing English. On the second day of the journey John Lawson
wanted to reconnoiter on horseback when one of the native men rode into
a Tuscarora village. Soon Lawson and von Graffenried were informed that
they were not allowed to travel further, were suddenly surrounded by native
people, captured, and brought to the town Catechna. There a council was
held at which the prisoners were cross-examined about their intention and
why they had not asked permission. Speeches complained that white settlers
of the regions of the Pantego, Neuse, and Trent Rivers had treated
Tuscarora people badly. In his 1709 book John Lawson had agreed. The
indigenous people, he observed
are really better to us, than we are to them; they always give us
Victuals at their Quarters, and take care we are armed against
Hunger and Thirst: We do not so by them (generally speaking) but
let them walk by our Doors Hungry, and do not often relieve them.
We look upon them with Scorn and Disdain, and think them little
better than Beasts in Humane Shape, though if well examined, we
shall find that, for all our Religion and Education, we possess more
Moral Deformities, and Evils than these Savages do, or are
acquainted withal. 130
After much deliberation the council decided that the two white men
could return the next day to New Bern. But in the morning John Lawson got
into a heated confrontation with the leading Tuscarora of the town of
Cartuca. As a consequence Lawson and von Graffenried, the latter
unsuccessfully trying to calm emotions, were bound on hand and foot, their
wigs tom off and thrown into the fire, and in the ensuing council both were
condemned to die. Ritual dances prepared the community for the event.
The next morning von Graffenried spotted a native man who spoke
English, and he told him that he was not Governor Hyde who, as Cary's
men had insinuated, planned to take away their land. He merely headed the
New Bern settlement that he had undertaken at the behest of the mighty
Queen of England who would much revenge his death. The message was
conveyed to the leading men who in council decided to let von Graffenried
live, but not John Lawson, whom the Landgrave called "a man of
understanding, though not of good life." 131 Von Graffenried, however, was
not released for six weeks, but he was informed that the lower Tuscarora
towns had decided to make war on the settlements encroaching on their
130
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lands, but that they would spare settlers at Chatooka, that is, New Bern.
There was also much negotiation about the ransom the captors would
receive in return of granting him freedom, and in October a treaty was
concluded. It specified that the settlers of the German colony and the
Tuscarora were friends, that its people would remain neutral in case of war,
harm neither a native nor an English person passing through and, most
significantly, that "The above named Governor of the German colony
promises to stay within the boundaries and to take no more territory, up
toward them, without the consent of the king and nation." 132
This treaty of friendship was to be a serious liability. An official letter
of Virginia Governor Alexander Spotswood stated:
The Baron de Graffenried being obliged, while he was prisoner
among the Indians, to conclude a neutrality for himself and his
Palatines' lives as yet undisturbed by the Heathen, but is
sufficiently persecuted by the people of Carolina for not breaking
with the Indians, though they will afford him neither provisions of
War or victuals nor Assistance from them.
He always declared his readiness to enter into a war as soon as
he should be assisted to prosecute it, but it would be madness in
him to expose his handful of people to the fury of the Indians ...
[These] would soon Either Entirely destroy that settlement or starve
them out of the place by killing their stocks and hindering them
from planting corn. 133
When von Graffenried could finally leave his captors and reached
home, he wrote to Governor Hyde that he was "yet half dead, because for
two whole days I had to travel afoot, as fast as I ever could, out alone
through the forests which lie toward Catechna." He had spent an anxious
night near "a number of bears which growled the whole night close about
me." He was without a gun and a knife and the second day could walk only
with the help of two sticks. On arrival he found his people not only in dire
straits, but also that a certain William Brice had made off with provisions
belonging to him for distribution to his people. 134 But still greater calamities
were looming.

Racial War
By 1710 the Tuscarora people had realized that their remaining in their
homeland was threatened by new intruders from overseas. In June, some
132
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weeks before the Palatines and the people from Bern arrived in Neusiok
country, they had sent the Tuscarora Iwaagenst Terrutawaren and
Teonettein as representatives of their people to Conestoga in Lancaster
County in the English province Pennsylvania 135 where on June 8 they met
with representatives of the Seneca and Shawnee nations as well as with
John French and Henry Worley, emissaries of Pennsylvania's Governor
Charles Gookin (c.1662-c.1725). 136 The Tuscarora presented their message
in the form of eight wampum belts, made with small beads gained from
shells, 137 to explore their joining the Haudenausaunee League of the Five
Nations, their northern ethnic relatives as a sixth nation. The Wampums
described their plight in words that even in uncertain translation into
English reflect eloquent dignity: First, they asked
by a Belt of Wampum, which was sent from their old Woman, that
those Implored their friendship of the Christians and Indians of this
Government, that without danger or trouble they might fetch wood
and Water.
The second Belt was sent by their children born, and those yet in
the womb, Requesting that Room to sport and Play without danger
of Slavery, might be allowed them.
The third Belt was sent from their young men fitt to Hunt, that
privilege to leave their Towns, and and seek Provision for their
aged, might be granted them without fear of Death or Slavery.
The fourth was sent from the men of age, Requesting that the
Wood, by a happy peace, might be as safe for them as their forts.
The fifth was sent from the whole nation, requesting peace, that
thereby they might have Liberty to visit their Neighbours.
The sixth was sent from their guides and leaders, 138 Desiring a
lasting peace with the Christians and Indians of this Government,
that thereby they might be secured against those fearful
apprehensions they have for several years felt.
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The seventh was sent in order to intreat a Cessation from murdering
and taking them, that by the allowance thereof, they may not be
affraid of a mouse, or anything that Ruffles the Leaves.
The Eight was sent to Declare, that as being hitherto Strangers to
this Place ... they hope we will take them by the hand and lead
them, and then they will lift up their heads in the woods without
danger or fear.
The meeting was to be exploratory only, but the Seneca representatives
promised to send the Belts brought by the Tuscarora to the five nations
while the emissaries of the Governor of Pennsylvania stated that he would
need a certificate of their good conduct from the Carolina government.
But it was too late. In the following months some 350 new settlers had
come to the Neuse, their plantations were staked out ever closer to the
Tuscarora heartland without permission, and English-led slave hunts and
killings continued unabated. On September 22, 1711, therefore, Tuscarora
and allied warriors swept down on the intruders and killed some 60 English
and about 80 of the 350 German and Swiss newcomers. 139 They had been
inspired by a leader the English called Hancock who considered his people
to be in mortal danger because of the increased squatting by whites on
Tuscarora farmlands, the kidnapping by slaving parties of especially
younger people who were sold as slaves, and the expulsion of Tuscarora
and neighboring indigenous people from their homes. According to
testimony of captives, furthermore, Virginia traders had pointed out to the
indigenous people that the newcomers were "outlandish" and "not English,"
so that peace with the latter would be restored quickly. The undertaking of
Hancock and his men was undertaken against the advice of "the old men
and chiefs" who, the English leader of the expedition against the insurgents
claimed, had "wept bitterly and told them the ill consequences [that] would
follow." 140
Northern Carolina immediately called for help from Virginia and
southern Carolina. Governor Spotswood replied that Virginia could not
send troops, but would provide a 1000 pounds and a shipment of cloth for
uniforms. It would also keep some young men hostage to secure the release
of von Graffenried. Southern Carolina, however, seemed eager to engage
in warfare. Indigenous warriors were to be recruited and commanded by
white officers and to be supplied with sufficient arms and ammunition. Also
139
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four thousand pounds were to be allocated for the campaign and the veteran
officer John C. Barnwell (ca. 1671-1724) appointed its leader. He moved
with 30 white Carolinians and 528 indigenous soldiers into the southern
Tuscarora towns which his men attacked, looted and burnt. Barnwell
complained that "while we were putting the men to the sword, our Indians
got all the slaves and plunder, only one girl we gott." 141 On January 30
Bamwell's troops stormed the Tuscarora Fort at Narhantes. "We made
about 30 slaves," he reported, and destroyed some 37 4 houses. "Our Indians
presently are loading themselves with English plunder ... and running away
from me, nothing left for the white men but their tired horses and wounds
to comfort them." 142 On March 12 Barnwell' s troops were in New Bern, the
"seat of the wise Baron." Among his officers was Franz Ludwig Michel, "a
Swiss brave gentleman, who for true valor & presence of mind in ye midst
of action, accompanied with a gentle obliging carriage & ingenious to a
great degree" 143 who was later appointed colonel. On March 29 South
Carolina's soldiers reached the area of Fort Hancock, attacked it on April
7, and besieged it for 10 days when after much killing and destruction
Barnwell called a truce, but also dictated horrendous conditions. The
Tuscarora were to give up all captives, to surrender all slaves of African
descent, to deliver Hancock, to give up all the horses, provisions, and
plunder as well as to hand over all their com. They were not to be allowed
anymore to fish and hunt between the Neuse River and Cape Fear. 144
Barnwell soon after broke the peace. On the basis of diverse primary
sources, a Carolina historian reports the event, which some dispute to have
taken place, as follows:
Persuaded that both he and his men required some sort of
compensation, Barnwell in early June issued an invitation for
representatives of the Tuscarora Lower Towns and their allied
tribes to meet him at Core Town-ostensibly to receive rewards for
the safe return by them of captive whites and Negroes. A 'goodly
number' accepted the invitation but, upon arriving at Core Town,
were set up.on by the South Carolinians, white and red. In the
ensuing struggle, some forty or fifty Coree, Bear River, Neusiok,
and Mattamuskeet men were killed. Nearly 200 of their women and
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children were seized as prisoners and promptly spirited away in the
direction of Charles Town to be sold as slaves. 145
The indigenous people retaliated, and Charles Craven ( 1682-17 54),
Governor of South Carolina from 1712 to 1716, proclaimed: "Another
massacre hath been committed by the Indians of North Carolina." On
August 8, 1712 renewed war was decided upon, and on March 17, 1713,
James Moore, Jr. (1682-1724) moved with 33 white men and 900 native
troops into Tuscarora country. He attacked Fort Neoheroka on March 20
and conquered it on the third day. At least 366 people were killed and 392
made captives, most to be sold in Charleston's slave market. 146
Swiss and Palatine New Bern was no more. Most of the survivors had
moved inland, and Craven County became predominantly English. The
earlier English settlers had resented the intrusion of a compact group of
foreigners headed by a nobleman, and their machinations drove Baron von
Graffenried into irremediable debt and finally out of the country. But New
Bern recovered as a town and became in 1765 North Carolina's capital for
twenty-five years.

von Graffenried's Return
In the months after his release from captivity the Landgrave faced new
problems. His attempt to take his people to Virginia was partly prevented
by Franz Ludwig Michel who thought the Swiss should move with him to
southern Carolina or to the Mississippi River and establish there a buffer
colony between the jurisdictions of Spain, France, and England. It also
became clear that Michel's mines existed neither in Maryland, Virginia, nor
Carolina. Although von Graffenried was offered the deputy governorship
when Governor Hyde unexpectedly died in 1710, he dared not take it
because he was indebted to men like Thomas Pollock (1654-1722), a
wealthy landowner, and had been forced to purchase on credit and to
mortgage his and his peoples' land in order to buy urgently needed
provisions. The Assembly, furthermore, refused to reimburse him for tasks
undertaken on behalf of the province and he was warned that creditors
wanted him committed to debtor's prison.
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In his plight von Graffenried went to see Governor Spotswood in
Williamsburg, Virginia, being forced to travel incognito over land, because
boats were not allowed to board travelers with debts outstanding. He had to
sell his last silver to raise some money for the trip and was forced to travel
incognito. At Williamsburg Governor Spotswood convinced him that he
had to go back to Europe to plead his case with Queen Ann and his main
supporter, the Duke of Beaufort. The Baron left Williamsburg on Easter
1713, traveled over land to New York where he boarded a sloop and
reached Bristol in six weeks, then making his way on horse back to London.
When reaching the city, he was told that the German miners he had
contacted before his journey to Carolina were waiting in the city although
he had begged them not to leave home before he would send for them. von
Graffenried did everything he could to ease their way. He was also warned
that the most unforgiving of his American creditors happened to be in
London. The deaths, however, of the Duke of Beaufort on July 25 and of
Queen Ann on August 1, 1714 deprived him of his main support in
England, and he decided with heavy heart to make the journey home.
Sailing from minor ports such as Margate and Ramsey to avoid
creditors, the Baron encountered bad weather that for weeks delayed his
passage to St. Valery in France. When after his journeying thorough France
he arrived at the family's vineyard in Sales, near Vevey, Switzerland, he
discovered to his chagrin that the family was then in Bern. He arrived there
on November 11, 1714 and found a cold reception. Ritter & Cie. refused to
provide any further support for New Bern or for a colony on the Potomac.
Christoph von Graffenried's undertaking for the State of Bern was
considered a failure and thought to be his fault. "Others will ... benefit," he
observed, "by what I have accomplished with great cost, danger, pains,
anxiety, and vexation; for affairs in North Carolina are now in good
condition, the government better arranged, the savages rooted out, a good
peace made." 147 His son Christoph, however, settled in Williamsburg, and
his grandson Tscharner became the progenitor of a large American de
Graffenried/de Graffenreid family. 148
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